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INTRODUCTION

Feb 8, 1986 is an ever memorable day in the history of
the Indian Church. Pope John Paul Il beatified Fr. Kuriakose
Elias Chavaraand Sr. Alphonsa-the First Fruits of the Syro-
Mal abar Church.

The Syro-Malabar Church has always felt proud in
her being apostolic in origin. It considers St. Thomas as
its Founding Father. |t was the strong and vibrant faith
in Christ that prompted St. Thomas to go over to India and
other far away countries. His sons and daughters have
always endeavoured to draw upon his apostolic experience,
spirituality and dynamic faith, In Bl. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, we have a heroic follower of St. Thomas.

The holy Founders of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate
(CMI) had imbibed a spirituality that was deeply biblical
and liturgical. BIl. Chavara considered the Carmelite way
of life as a dynamic synthesis of Eastern religious life
with its emphasis on scripture, prayer, silence, asceticism,
together with apostolic orientation. Contemplation was for
him God experience; itssharing, apostolate. His life was
the realization of both these.

There are two important documents of the Holy See
about BIl. Chavara. The first one was published on-7th
April, 1984. It is the official pronouncement of the Church
on his holiness. The second one is the homily of the
Holy Father during the Beatification at Kottayam on 8th
February 1986. These documents shed light on the spiri-
tuality of Bl. Chavara:

1. No words of Our Lord are found more reflective of BI.
Chavara‘s holiness than the following: “‘If anyone
loves me he will keep my word. My Father will love
him, we shall come to him and make our home with
him** (Jn. 14:24). In his spiritual diary Bl. Chavara
points out how enamoured he was about the divine
indwelling. Even ordinary folk would look upon him
as a man of God or as one full of divine graciousness.

2. Because of his clear faith vision, he could see the
ever present and ever active Creator, guiding every-
thing smoothly and harmoniously to their proper destiny.
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Imbued with a dynamic faith, he wanted very much to
be closely linked with God through prayer and contem-
plation of the divine mysteries. For him, prayer is
conversation with God, as one does with an intimate

friend. He considers it a great privilege that God
graciously allows human beings to talk with Him.

4. 1t was again his ardent faith that moved him to

love the Mother Church. He was also exceptionally
loyal to the Holy Father.

5. More particularly the Church in Kerala was the Mother
he loved and served. Hence his constant care to work
for the growth and development of the Church.

6.

Bl. Chavara‘'s spirituality found expression in areas like
the following: preaching the Word of God, renewal
programmes for priests, press apostolate, Catechumates,
home for the destitute, strengthening Liturgical life,
preventing schism, fostering loyalty to the Church etc.

Blessed Chavara had also to his credit some writings,

such as chronicles, spiritual notes, poems and correspon-
dence.

The Chronicles are the record of day to day events

in the order of their happenings. There are five Chroni-

cles. The Ist two deals with the foundation of the M

onastery
at Mannanam. The third

. is the history of Roccos Schism.
The fourth and fifth contain the history of the foundation

of Monastery at Ampazhakad and the Convent at Koonam-
mavu rgspectively. Moreover these Chronicles contain the
then history of the Kerala Church. Hence these books
are the compendium of valuable historical do

cuments very
useful to the students of Kerala Church Hi .
Century. Istory of Nineteenth

May God bless all those wh i

| ' o have contributed
publication of thig book in the English Ianguage to the
P G House

Ernakulam

Jan. 3, 199 Fr- Vilay Anand Nedumpuram CcMi
Y 0 Prior Genera/
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Bl. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
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LIFE SKETCH OF BL. CHAVARA SOCIETY OF INDIA

Bi. Chavara was born at Kainakari, Kerala, India on
Feb. 10, 1805, and was baptized in the Parish Church at
Chennamkary. He was given the name Kuriakose. His mother
took him to the Shrine of Our Lady at Vechoor, and offered
him to her special patronage. Both mother and sen used to
renew this every year. Mother introduced him to the
mystries of faith and to a life of simple prayer. She rejoiced
at his desire to become a priest.

In 1818 Kuriakose joined the Seminary at Pallippuram
under Fr. Thomas Palackal as Rector. Later he was sent to
Verapoly to study Latin. He was ordained at Arthungal on
Nov. 29, 1829. He offered his first Holy Mass for the
realization of a religious house at Mannanam.

Fr. Kuriakose was associated with Fr. Palackal in the
running of the Seminary. Fr. Thomas Palackal, Fr. Thomas
Porukara and Fr. Kuriakose made many trips in search of a
convenient place for the monastery. On May 11, 1831, the
foundation stone was iaid at Mannanam. Fr. Palackal and
Fr. Porukara went to their eternal reward in 1841 and 1846
respectively. Subsequently Fr. Kuriakose had to take lead.
A good number of priests and young men joined the com-
munity at Mannanam.

On Dec. 8. 1855 Fr. Kuriakose made his religious
profession before the Bishop’'s delegate at Mannanam. He
then accepted the vows ot 10 other priests.

On June 8, 1861, Fr. Kuriakose was made the Vicar
General. He successfully fought against the Roccos Schism,
and restored the unity of the Church.

The first indigenous religious Congregation for women
was started at Koonammavu.

Feb. 18, 1868, Fr. Kuriakose wiote his famous letter to
parishioners at Kainakary. In 1870, he wrote his last testament
to the Congregation, entrusted it to a Scholastic to be given
to Fr. Leopold after his death.

On 3rd Jan. 1871 Fr. Kuriakose went to his eternal
reward. On 8th Feb. 1986, Pope John Paul |l beatified him
and placed him for public Veneration, at Kottayam, Kerala,

dia.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A RELIGIOUS
HOUSE

I. Commencement

Written by Fr. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, one of the
least of the disciples of the Rev. Fr. Thomas Palackal,
our Malpan (teacher) at Pallippuram.

The Activities of Fr. Palacka!l

When our Rev. Malpan had been teaching wus he
had, by much effort, successfully persuaded his superiors

to institute and conduct a feast of the Carmelite confraternity
called the confraternity in honour of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in his Church at Pallippuram and a few other
churches. He and his most intimate friend Rev. Fr.
Thomas Pecrukara had yearned to establish--a Religious
House of Penance for priests in Malabar since much good
could have been realised through it. They were sad at
heart as there was no one to give them support but they
went on praying. At this time by  the grace of God.
Most Rev. Maurelius Dolica, the Vicar Apostolic of Bombay,
was appointed by the Holy Father, Leo X as the interim
Apostolic of Verapoly. Our Malpan, who had been
Secretary 1o Most Rev. Raymond Surya, Vicar Apostolic
of Verapoly in the reign of late Pope Pius VII, and later
vicar apostclic, was now summoned by Bishop Most Rev.
Maurelius and was asked to become his Secretary or to
suggest another reliable priest to the post. He, however,
declined the offer as he did not want to give up our

tutorship.
it U www. TheCMSIndia.org
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i Porukara as Sec
Appointment of Fr.

Vicar of
He suggested his friend, Fr. Thomas Porukara Vi
“the new Church at Thankassery in Quilon.

ia-

One of our Malpan‘s classmates, Fr. Thomas e\r/jt;nd

thottumkal of Koilmukku was posted to Than.kass 18

Fr. Porukara was appointed Secretary to the Bishop. )

Grace, appreciating the good qualities of .Rev. gy
Paschal Baylon de Jesu Samaria, made him his con

. d also
and  confessor, brought him to the diocese an
appointed him chancellor.

sk e
Permission for establishing the Religious Hous

r

ancellc

The trio — our Malpan, the Secretary and the Ch iGiobs
. ell

Were now pondering over the establishment of a R

e
' + or thre
House trusting in Our Lord s words: ‘“Where twoO
are gathered in .My name,

f
. t O
there am | in the mids
them’*  and

s . . ce, 1he
“Ask and you shall recejve‘’. His Gra g
mirror of virtues who spent his days in fasting and :in in
r
heeded to their request. Like the parched land after a

: d and
his heart he thirsted for holiness. He was delighte

lease God
issued an order appealing to all who seek top
to support the Cause by financial

assistance.
The Bishop's Gift

.*h
; d wit
With the above |etter written in Malayalam an

.+ ch
(ltls
another letter of authorisation and a gift of 200 :
Rupees from the bisho

10 work. Rev. Padre
and from there he ext

ut
e (o)
P for the cause the two SeBishop
Pascal remained with the cause:
ended full support for the
Contributions_ of the People

They left o

d
v stopP€
Koilmuky Church, but on the way S
at Kallurkat.

Luke
e [
They showed the order to the Vicar, F
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Narakatharayil, the other priests and the councillors and
conveyed the request. They were promised 1000 'paras
of paddy in lieu of Rs 200 and the vicar gave his signature
on the order. From there they moved on to Koilmuku.
After attending the feast there they showed the order to the
vicar, Fr. Philipose Thekedath, our Muilpan’s student and the
others gathered there. From the funds of the Church
they decided to contribute 10000 *Chakrams for Rs 400.
With that amount they came back to Pallipuram. Fr. Porukara
went over to meet the Bishop at St. Andrews church,
Arthunkal.

Conflict batween the Five Hundreds and
the Seven Hundreds

His Grace was there to ordain priests from the group
of Five Hundreds. He found no reascn to deny it as they
followed the way of our Lord. But the ®Thopassans and
the groun of Seven Hundred had asserted that they would
not agree to it and declared that the ordination would
grieve them and force them to rebel The Bishop, there-
fore asked the clerics from among them to sign a paper
which stated that ordaining priests from the group of
Five Hundied was right and that they had no objection
to it. But thzy went away to consult their vicars and
elders who forbade them to sign such a paper. And their
churches prepared a long petition against the intended
ordination and brought it to the Bishop. Seeing that
their grievance was not reasonable, but due to obstinacy
he had a written statement sent explaining at length with
much evidence in support that the ordination was just,
reasonable and in accordance with the Divine ordinance.
‘Yet they remained unconvinced.

1. Para — a measure

2. Chakram — a Travancore coin

3. Among the latin Catholics in Malabar there were groups catled
Anglo-indians, Five Hundreds, Seven Hundreds, Thopassans etc.
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Bishop 'Stabilini Prepares to leave

The Bishop ‘told the clerics that their people Were
not seeing reason, but that they should. When they 109
refused, he declared that he was going to Rome, @S he

did not want to be among those who remained Bl
obedient and blind to reason.

Deacons at Verapoly for Ordination

At this stage some of us studying under our Mal-
Pan started with him on 13th September to receive Holy
Orders just after the Feast ot the Holy Cross, and reache'd
V_efaF)O‘V Jetty at 10.00 p m on 14th September. Reall-
sing that there was no ordination and that the BishoP
was leaving we felt very sad. When we approached the
Secretary Fr. Porukara, the news was confirmed. The nexi
day we went to see the Bishop and we were told that
he was indisposed and was incapable of saying MasS or
these days, and that we should not feel bad. We retd'”
ned to the apostolic seminary, Verapoly, much gfieved

The Syriang request the Bishop not to leave

N Such being the situation, Fr. Malpan of the parish Of
n;?;ag'\:ill O teaching Syriac at the ApostoliC Se‘n;;r
of the ' erapoly, our Fr. Malpan, Fr. Paul Perepatt, the Ver
Fr KUnPa”Sh O_f Malayattoor, our Fr. Porukara the Secret?ca;
of. \ lav§ra vicar of the parish of Tripunithara, Fr. Pau',’ v le
the parish of Neendakara, Fr. Jacob KochupurackaI disciP

of f
therou;n};r. Matl)pan and several other priests jOined tolgeft

submitted a petiyi ' el
they woulg become ’ e

. n
like shee ith shepherd 2
SO they w : et e ishoP
Y Were very much grieved. They requested the P'¥8

any  of thsir Syrian Uhurchi,;fippu’
: at
ram Semmary and those fr oy Seaert .

grief. We requested him 19 what
. and to instruct usas v hat

the ot . insiste

We would not lggye hi her clerics. We in S our
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Bishop postpones lis Departure

The Bishop accepted the two petitions and after two
days’ deliberation wrote a reply in Latin and gave it "to
us. In this he expressed himself thus: ““To our beloved
priests and to our dear sons the clerics, the Syro-Chal-
deans: My appointment as Vicar apostolic primarily con-
cerns you; and besides the decree already given, | have
now received a new decree from the Pope asking me to
remain here until a new Shepherd is appointed. Hence
| will not go leaving you orphans’’. Thus in many words
he gave us a long repiy. So we the deacons returned
to the Seminary. Our Fr. Malpan stayed back at Verapoly
itself.

Request by the ‘Five Hundreds’

The same day the group of Five Hundred. coming to
know that the Bishop was about to leave, sent a delega-
tion to Verapoly and they represented the same grievance
as we had done and got the same consolingreply.

The Bishop at Arthunkal

A few days later, the Bishop, our Fr. Melpan, Fr. Poru-
kara the Secretary, Padre Paschal, Kaleetha Gonsalves a
cleric belonging to the group of the Five Hundred and

several from the group of the Seven Hundred set out tcge-
ther for Arthunkal trom Verapoly. The Bishop stayed at

St. Andrew’'s Church. The people welcomed the Bishop
and were very much glad at heart as if they had found
the treasure that had been lying hidden so long. This
was how the Bishop came to stay at Arthunkal.

2. The Foundation

Site sought for the Monastery

The Bishop, the Secretary and the Chancellor were
staying at Arthunkal and our Malpan at Pallippuram. Deter-
Mmined to find a suitable place for the first Religious

www. TheCMSIndia.org
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= ara
House for the Congregation our Malpan anFi Fr.lP:rUf‘:om
set out. Attending on them was Jacob Kaniyanthr e
Kallurkat, a young boy who by contact with Fr. Por o
had been led to the path of goodness, as @ r.)!elmans.
likely to have the fragrance of the tree on which itle

ish of
There was also Mr. lttiaip  Kallunkal of the paris

. of the
Pallippuram with them. Besides there was one boy

: = ith Malpan
Izhava caste called lttan, who by his contact with

Abrahem Thachil, who is known as the Malpan of the
whole of India and who was teaching at Pallippuram,
knew all the routes and had long explored the area exten-
sively.  This Ittan

- everal
100 accompanied them on S
occasions,

At Mulakulam

They all travelled along the
to Vettikauumuku, had a

the dangerous spot known
kulam and Made enquirjes
tound no place SUitable.

lthipuzha river, came UZ
look at the whole region, passe
as Katanattipara, reached Mula-
about the adjacent areas but

Perivapurathy Mathan's generosity

A landlorg there, Periyapurathu Mathan, gladly ool
them home and gave

them food. He showed them @
hillock which had been e Proposed site for anothe’
church to be set up according tg g plan but now given up
because of 4 gpji. Butas the place was not vast enough
and as there was the

er
G take itin case no bett :
It they Would get the whole stretc

Danger trom Snake averted
Then they get out

- [
. . . Sailed along and had an overa
VIG\N. of the high land area surrounding a tall hill. AT
Passing Katanattipara
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they came up onh a site close by Kalampur Mekka. Asit,
was getting dark, our Malpan being too exhausted chose
to remain inside the canoe tied to a big tree, while

permitting the others to go about and have a look. After
a short rest when he came out and stood looking for the

others, he saw a frightening sight. A very poisonous
shake with its fangs out was hanging down from & branch
of the tree about 1o fall straight into the canoe once it
moved. He at once dragged the canoe away. Meanwhile
the others came back and said that the place was not
suitable as the water in the river will be salty during
summer.

They all returned to Pallippuram and Fr. Porukara left
to join the Bishop.

Though each of the three was immersed in his own
work - our Malpan in his work of teaching, Rev. Padre
Pascal in his job as chancellor and Fr. Porukara in his
job as secretary — they all had at heart the plan for a
Religious House for which they had received money from
His grace and Koilmuku church etc. Fr. lttoop Mundakal
of Kothamangalam, though he was staying at a distance
from them, shared their idea.

Search for a site continues

Fr. ltoop first came to Pallippuram and then to

Arthunkal to meet the Bishop and to know where matters
stood. He then returned to Pallippuram with the Chance-
llor and the Secretary. They along with our Malpan and

his student and relative Fr. Chandy Mangalath, set out
for furthur exploration. Going by the same route they
passed Vettikattumuku and Katanattipara and travelled
down to the east of Kavalvazhichery and came to a very
broad and high hill called Chemanchi, away from the

river side. Though disheartened by the distance, they
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walked on and climbed up. Everyone got tircd, especi-
ally Fr. Chancellor as it was time for meals and he was
not used to such climbing. But on

all felt refreshed by the cool breeze Looking over t.he
place “they found it good and spacious enough but in-

accessible by boat and tgg high and distant from the
river to get materials carried up.

reaching up they

A suitable site not vyet

As the place was not Suitable thay gave up further
exploration ang returned to thejr own respective places:
At this Stage Periyapurath Mathan of Mulakulam sent tWO
eUers 1o our Malpan - one Nis own and the other from
his Vicar conveying the willingness of the parish to hard
over their hillside . But the Malpan sent a reply declinind
the offer.

Fr. Palackal's ilinesg

our Malpg ‘:S”\;’I had the blessing of God and SO
. e,

' along with the seminarian®
rst MaSS at vy way

our
back we f@ached pg, adakara, On

) iYGDUrmh |V|at . d Spent
the nighy there. han’s house an
Search Continyes

gpP .
Malpan 10 logk N Mappila

e ur
came and jnvited O
there. gq he set out W
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me telling the others that he was going to the church.
Mathan Mappila sensing this came with us for fear of
their _drifting away from his place. We crossed the river
and wandered for through the hilly area, but returned to
Pallippuram without being able to find a suitable place.

At this time a letter came from Fr. Thoma Valiaparambil
of Athirampuzha saying that east of Athirampuzha there were
good sites called Pallikunnu, Pallikayam and Vedakari. Also
Fr. Uthupan, Vicar of Kotteyakam Church wrote that there
was a site near by. So our Malpan and Fr. Porukara set
out to see those places. Here too they could notfind a
suitable place for, if, water was not available in one
place, location was not ideal in the other.

At Kudamaloor

As they were coming back by river via Kudamaloor,
they saw east of the Church a:. hillock: by theriver. They
climbed up and looking about, decided that this place
was more suitable. They sought the heip ot Fr. Varkey
Karimbumalil of Kudamaloor to get it registered in his
name as temple property that land called Pullarikunnu in
the village of Kumaranellur in Ettumannur taluk. Then
they went to the Bishop, submitted to him these matters
and requested him to write for permission from the Govern-
ment through the British Resident. His Lordship wrote
an application and asked Fr. Porukara to take it along
with two other petitions, one for a church at Kumbalathu
village and the other for a sub-station at Manakotath.

Fr. Porukara at Quifon

On reaching Thankassery Fr. Porukara, former vicar

of the place, was asked by the parishioners to stay, as
they had no priest there, since Fr. Thomas had gone
away, he was forced against his will to respect their
wish especially because it was the time for the annual

Easter confession.
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Efforts to get Government Sanction

Later, Fr. Porukara left for Trivandrum to meet tht
Resident. His brother Antony, a clerk at the Res.dent’
Office, was very close to Mr. Clemis and Mr. Don the
Resident’'s Registrer, and Mr. Lepernes, the Diwan’s
Registrar. With their assistance and God's helj Fr. Porukara
managed to give the Bishop's application to the, Resi-

dent and through him to the Diwan. He got an order

for the Tahsildar, Ettumannur, to conduct an enquiry 10
tind out whether there was any objection to setting up @
small church at Pullarikunnu and a promise 1hat the answers
to the other two applications would be sent by poOst

Mr. Lepernes gave him a letter to Kunipandala an official

asking him to give all assistance. Fr.

Porukara set OUt
with these letters.

Approaches the Governor of Madras

In the mean time

the Governor of Madras amved
here,

Hoping to dget some help from him in matter Fr.
Porukara got a Petition written in English by the abov®
mentioned Registrars at Quilon and sent it by Jacob '©
our Maipan. Jacob .reached here on the feast of =l
Dominic, the Patron of our Seminary. The next day e
the feast of the Mother of Carmel. But on hearing th?'
the Governor would pe leaving soon and the BishoP
would be going to Ponjikara to see him, immediately our
Malpan set out with Jacob. When they reached Ernakulam
th'e\'found that the Bishop was at Chathiath wgether
with the Vicar Geperal Rev. Fr. Nicolas, also the Priof o
the C.armelite Monastery at Verapoly. S'o they went to
Chathiath and configeq this to the Bishop privately ond

got him to sign th o e
€ petition. Th was report
to have little o e Governor

10 spare since intervi ere already
arra - rViews W .
nged with the Maharaja of Cochin, with the Bishop: with

dungaloor etc. - in addition to his trips:

www. TheCMSIndia.org
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The assistance of Fr. Paul Malayattoor

So Jacob was sent with the petition in the company of
Fr. Paul Malayattoor who was then leaving to meet the
Governor. When they reached Ponjikara they were told that
the Governor had just arrived after an audience with the
Maharaja at the Palace at Cochin and was about to leave.

Fr. Paul got into the bungalow crowded with the offici-
als and waiting gentlemen. He gave the petition to the
Governor‘s son who handed it over to the Governor when
the latter came out. He went through it and handed it back
Wi\thoutgiving any reply.

Fr. Porukara goes to Alangad to work for Government
Sanction ‘

Meanwhile our Malpan had returned to Pallippuram.
Fr. Porukara had got Fr. Varkey to take over Pullarikunnu
site on lease. He now came with the order and a letter
to see Kunjipandala with the intention of getting a letter
from him for the Tahsildar at Ettumannur. But Kunjipandala
was away at Alangad as he was on bad terms with both

the Maharajas of Cochin and Travancore. So he set out

for Alangad with our Malpan. On the way at Ernakulam
our Malpan came across a priest from his own parish
who had come to the court for some business. At his
request our Malpan stayed there to lend him some possible
assistance. Fr. Porukara proceeded to Alangad where he
met Kunjipandala. Thanks to the latter’'s acquaintance
with Antony and the Registrar's letter addressed to him,
Kunjipandala' got pleased and wrote a letter to the Thasildar
at Ettumannur. With that Fr. Porukara came back to Ernakulam.

Our ' Malpan- felt' that his stay there was not fruitful.
He could not stay longer because the above letter had
to be urgently delivered. Regretfully he returned to
Pallippuram with Fr. Porukara and Jacob.

They together travelled southwards to Pulinkunnu and
the Church there promised to donate 1000 bushels of

www. TheCMSIndia.org
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paddy out of which 200 bushsals were given al once.
While proceeding towards Ettumannur to see Kochitty
Munavadiparampil they were tcld that he was then at Cherl

Tharakan's house at Pallippuram. Hence, they reached there

and gave him a letter from Thevelakara Judge, explained
the matter and got him promise all possible help.

Mannanam as the Founding Fathers saw it

Travelling towards Athirampuzha by way of Mannanam
they came up on atall hill which we now call Besrouma®:
and towards the north-west of the same - our Jacob pointed
out another hill called Kariyattam, cleared of shrubs and
trees and suggested that it would .be suitable for them.
But the Fathers observed that the former was better and

more open; the land was wooded because it was more
fertile.

Difficulties at Pullarikunnu

They proceeded to Athirampuzha. There they visited
the house of Eapen Mappila, the brother of Fr. Jacob
Kochupurackal, our Malpan‘s student. He extended 1O
them a hearty welcome and offered them all assistance:
gave them good advice and introduced them to the
Tahsildar. With his help they got an order for enquiry
and notices to the land-holders. They assembled and raised
the objection that as Pullarikunnuy was the . property of
Kumaranallur Bhagavathy, no church could be erected there
without the consent ot the trustees. As there would be

difficulties in the ‘Way of getting possession of the placé:
the fathers hesitated to go forward. .

The Fathers shy away from controversial property
Then a

others urged the the site
St m to occupy
ReSingtoyistandBbye UsEWeh B ublh Arises U BGLITh®

Syriac Word meanin u - Ile l a l'e
9 ta“ hO | t
B i“ Se, hl“ the name t t s
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Fathers said they wanted no trouble and would rather
be content with a less convenient place. Then they were
told by :Chacko Thoppil Pulinkunnu, that if they would
‘pay 500 Kallparams* to thte Koithempuran at Lakshmi
Kottaram the cbstacles would diseéppear. So they sent
him to the Koithampuran with the proposal, but got the

teply that he wculd see them at the time of the Kuma-
ranelloor temple festival.

The way ciears for getting Mannanam hill tree

Finding that things were not going their way the
Fathers decided to get enother plot, East of Kudamaloor

small church. While they were trying for it, they came
to know on the eve of Christimas that two landlords -
Thayyil Tharakan and hijs younger brother Kochupothan
Mappila - living at equal distance from the plot would
be able to help them.  After saying Mass on that day of
abstinence they set out and reached the house of Kurian
Tharakan of Thayil. Having heard all that the fathers
had to say he told them that they need not look for
any other site. On climbing up and seeing the place
they agreed and decided to work towards buying it.

Then they thought ef Fr.Varkey who had at thei
repuest werked hard "and got Pullarikunnu on leace.

They felt that he would think that they changcd over 1o
another site of their cwn will erd cheated him. So Fr. Pcru-

kara left that night itcelf to infcrm Lim cf tke reel
situation. He asked fcr time to think. So they had to
~wait for some time. But nothing happened.

The fathers fix upon Mannanam hill as the
site for the monastery

Fr. Porukara then went and conveyed all the facts to
the Bishop who then instructed him  to choose the better
site. Meanwhile the two Fathers had gone to attend the

*  Travancore coin, 14 of a Rupee.
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at,
first Mass of Fr. Kuriakose Puthenpurackal of KE:)‘;ELk o
a relative and student of our Malpan and cameF arkey
Kaipuzha Church. From there they sent word to Fr. nd i
and got the reply that he wanted 10. days more

. — ould be
he could do nothing during this perioa, they W
free to proceed on their own.

Government Sanction

f
- ia, son 0
In the meantime they got Tharakan and lttlcherla; e
Panikar Kora Thekedath of Kudamaloor who was al

et
- : rd to 9
Slastic supporter and asked them to strive ha
the Besrouma plot

) : diately:
at Mennanam assigned imme
A

: t.
letter arrived rejecting the application for aSSIanf/inth
So they again approached the Village Officer and‘ any
his assistance got an order to enquire if there Wa;n the
objection 1o the founding of a church and a Hous® 11age:
hillside then calleg Olankannamukal in Mannanam Vi

. d togeé-
Notices were served and the land holders were gatheré othef
ther. Thanks to the effort

. br

s of Tharakan and his youngeft theY
Kochupothan Mappila to whem they owed a Io; was
were all persuaded 1o agree in writing that the i

No objection. The Fathers go

on
. . t ater
along  with a certificate from the Tahsildar. L had
reading the record it was tound that the wording
seme flaws which

. thoul

| i \N|lh
Might, if it reached the office As thi
alteratton, lead 1o an order for another enquiry-: Reven
wou!d Cause shame and delay they got te

; copY
k' open the seal, to rewrite the
and to seg| It again.

Officer 1o brea
the record

N the areg

and ather outlying areas.
Whom should
of Jacob.
Malpan had

rng as 1o
in favour
our

won
So they We’edj\;aded
they send and finally they i

e
inG
h.S
Now it was about a mont

5
deac®”
left e

Pallippuram- and: there th
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and the boys were afraid of staying cn because of the
epidemic. So to get instructions on how to proceed at
Pallippuram, | went to Athirampuzha.

There | came to understand that it had been decided to
send Jacob with letters from Fr. Porukara to the Diwan’s
and Resident’'s Registrars and a petition to the Diwan,
in the company of Eapen Mappilla Kochupureckal who was
going to Purakat to remit taxes. Their plan was to send
Jacob with Eapen. Since Eapein had to leave urgently, one
or two persons were sent to call Jacob. But Jacob had
not yet turned up, the Fathers thought that Jacob might be
reluctant to come because of the epidemic. So they were hesi-
tant to send him and told Eapen that he might go. Then

it was decided that Fr. Porukara would go to Quilon
and send the papers through someone from there.

The Fathers climb up and look over the site

Then as Fr. Kochupurackal was about to go to
Verapoly we three set out leaving lttan renamed Panikar
with our Malpan. We reached the house of Perumalil
Kurian Tharaken just below our Besrouma. We told him
and his brother Kochupothan everything and showed them
the papers We arranged men and boat for Fr. Porukara‘s
journey to Quilon. Then we all set out to have a good

look over this Besrouma. As the whole place was thickly
wooded, we climbed up with great difficuity, breaking
or cutting off branches and reached almost near the well.
We found it so very broad and breezy so that all of us
liked it.

Tahsildar at Ettumannur receives orders

We then returned to Pallippuram. Fr. Porukara went by
boat to Quilon, Meanwhile Fi Porukara himself offered
Masses and got others say some Solemn High Masses for
this intention. With prayers to our Lord ever in his heart,
Fr. Porukara reached and stayed at Thankassery and got

one to take the letters. With the help of God and the
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efforts of the Registrars the proper order to the Tahsildar

at Ettumannur was procured. Fr. Porukara came with that
to Arthunkal. '

From there he reached Pallippuram on the eve of Palm
Sunday. Our Malpan had, by this time, come to Pallippuram,
as he was not well most of the time while at Athirampuzha-
They talked together about all that God had done for
them so far. In gratitude Fr. Porukara sang a High Mass

on Monday and later left for Athirampuzha arranging with
our Malpan to proceed after Easter

C‘learing up a path to Mannanam Hill side

At Athirampuzha, Fr. Porukara met the Revenue Office!
who told him that he had to wait and that he would
inform him at the appropriate time. He added that theY
would have to pay 100 Panams each to the Tahsildar and
the Accountant. Fr. Porukara informed the Executive
Officer that they had procured the order through Eapen
but it was delayed since Malpan was sick. He also requested
that he be allowed to cut a road upto the hillside. with
a tacit permission of the officers Fr. Porukara left Athira™’
puzha on Holy Wednesday, after having said Mass the'®’
Together with Perumalil Tharakan, Kochupothan Mapp“a'
Itticheria and Jacoh he climbed up  Olankannamukal, now
called Besrouma, which had been assigned on 1eas® e
Tharakan. Some of them sat under the trees and Oth_ers
on tree stumps watching over a number of Pulayas Cuttlf‘g
lhrough and clearing the woods, The work which W?S
discontinued during the Holy Week Was taken up agalfl
el Monday after Easter. Qne day Jenar Mether als© se’
g Pu?ayas, On each day following, Kochupura, Pee‘akakal'
Poveni, Tharen, Malen etc. did the same. Everyday Thard-
|:xilisno a:ednth:;eibrm;)her C,ame Up to supervise the work 21

) ulayas to finish clearing up.

www. TheCMSIndia.org

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA




Sanction from the Government expected

On Wednesday after Easter our Malpan sent me from
Pallippuram to know whether Fr. Porukara had been able
to get permission and how matters were proceeding.
Owing to the heavy rain and the inaccessibility of the
roads | could not reach Athirampuzha by night-fall. So
| stayed at the house of Ittimathan Mappila. Next morn-
ing when | was leaving the house | saw Jacob coming.

He told me that sanction had been granted, but as the
order had not yet come he was going to Olassa to meet

the Kevenue Officer. | reached Athirampuzha and after
seeing Fr. Porukara and saying Mass | went over to
Tharakan’s house. | then proceeded with the others to

the hill and there sat under a tree directing the cutting
and burning. Four days back when they were clearing
the woods, one of them had said that if they could
find a well there, it would have been very easy for them,
and another remarked that by God’s grace. it would be
found. Two days later when those who were cutting
the woods were walking through the uncleared area they
came up on something that looked like an unused well.

Then they started clearing it up. The next day | left for

Pallippuram.

Bishop Stabilini comes to stay at Kudamaloor

The Bishop who had not been well, when at Arthunkal,
shifted to Kudamaloor. Before | left, | was directed to
tell our Malpan that, because it was very difficult to stay
and say Mass at Athirampuzha and go everyday to the
hill and conduct work there, he should get the Bishop's

permission to set up a shed as chapel and say Mass
there.

The Fathers start constructing a chapel

Our Malpan accordingly submitted the matter to the
Bishop. The latter told him that as a shed would be unfit and
untidy for saying Mass, a chapel should hastily be built
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of stone. So work on a chapel started. Our Malpan
went with this information from Kudamalloor to Athiram-
puzha. But as he was too weak to go everyday from
Athirampuzha to the hill, he came back. Fr. Porukara had
to go south to get some paddy for their daily living.
So | was sent to go Besrouma. Because he was pre-
occupied with many things, he did not get the order

and so Fr. Porukara's trip was delayed. Meanwhile Jacob
was sent several times to the Revenue Officer who

delayed the matter on some pretext or other.

The Fathers begin to stay at Mannanam

On the eve of the feast of St. Geevarghese (24th April |

of that year) Frs. Porukara, Chacko, Malayattoor and !
together sang the vespers kneeling on the tree stubs.
We stayed at the Besrouma very late charmed by the
cool breeze and overwhelmed by the vastness and the
multitude of the burned-up woods lying spread out beforé

We descended very reluctantly, forced by the

thought that it would be terrifying if night fell befor€
‘we got down.

These days the Perumali] brothers took much trouble

for us, feeding us, Fathers and the workmen. They 909!
Eacharachar’s farm-house, haq it cleared up for Uus to

stay in and gave ysg supper there

Bishop Stabilini writes in Malayalam

7o [P
orukara went tq Kudamaloor to preach on il

gtrz‘ctahselosndosf the feast of gy, Geevarghese celebrated ther®
rd Sunday after Easter, On that day Fr. Malayatto©'

fr?:rel froeractzzd.Athir?mpUZha' sang a solemn High M2%°
interventio lntennon. i getting the order through the
B Wan of .the Saint. Fr, Porukara, staying at Kuda-
o Res Wrmng. a letter to pe sent through Jacob

venue Officer. Much e and

yearnin ite i
g to write ip Malayalam the Bishop took UP ot
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paper and completed the letter. Jacob went with that
letter to the Revenue Officer. Fr. Porukara left for
Muthalakodam with Fr. Pascal to atitend the 30th day
observance of the demise of his brother.

Government Sanction received

Jacob was told by the Revenue Officer that he could
have the order at once if he would produce the demanded
amount. So Jacob came back and went again to Ettu-
mannur with 100 Kalipanams. We cleared the place for
the chapel, got the stones cut out and started with the
wood-work. The foundation-stone was not laid as we
had not yet received the order.

Then on the third night Jacob came after getting
an order from the Executive Officer to the Village Officer
and the latter’s order to the land-holders to permit the
laying of the stone for the church. All this was obtained
without any payment, thanks to Divine help and the
assistance of the Revenue Officer. At this we all felt
relieved.

A cross erected at Mannanam

In the morning Fr. Porukara came and was happy to
see the order. He went to Kudamaloor and conveyed
the good news to the Bishop. The latter instructed that
a wooden cross should be made and blessed and erected

in the presence of the land-holders without any delay
so as to avoid further trouble. Fr, Porukara came back
with this instruction and at once Fr. Malayattoor went to
Thai and bought timber and got a cross made. The
workers and the land-holders who were all obliged to
Tharakan and Kochupothan Mappila were called for. In their
presence on 28th April at night the cross was blessed by
Fr. Porukara inside Kalambukatan’s farm-house and brought
to the site in the accompaniment of pipes, drums and
much cheering, and the cross was solemnly erected.

This was followed by the singing of the All Saint’s
Litany. ’
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Fr. Porukara heals by prayer

Among those who took part in this celebration was
Deacon Ullatuthara from Palai and his younger brother.
The latter said, after the Litany, that something had bitten
him on the foot and he turned feverish at once. Still
he tried to climb down, but after four or six steps, found
that he could not and so had to be helped down.
Fr. Porukara at once sprinkled holy water on the foot
and prayed together with the others and directed thatno
other treatment need be given. So nothing more Was
done and by morning he was all right.

The Bishop, having consented to lay
the foundation-stone, falls il '

The Bishop had agreed to come and lay the foundatiofi-
stone for the mother house of the Congregation on 11th
May 1831. But when the day approached he felt indiSPOsed
as he was suffering from itches and boils on his hands
and legs and was vyearning to leave for Europe. A
intimation had already been given to all the priests who
were friends or students of our Malpan, he, Fr. Porukara
ir;crineFr. Pascal some-how prevailed upon the Bishop 10

The ailing Bishop brought to Mannanam

To provide a sitting room for the Bishop we brought
Tharakan’s bamboo cage up the hill and fixed it uPO"
four stakes, thatched it, curtained it with mats and
partitioned it into two rooms. The Bishop had by now
come from Arthunkal to Kudamaloor in the hope that he
would get better there. So he was brought from there
the previous day. He and al| the priests spent the night
in the improvised house.

Fr. Porukara lays the foundation for st. Joseph’s

Monastery at Mannanam in the Bishop‘s presenc®

Next morning His Grace was so much ailing that >
could not stand up and dress. So it was suggested that
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our Malpan should lay the foundation. But, out of humi-
lity he asked Fr. Porukara to do it. And that humble
priest was finally persuaded. Then there arose a difference
of opinion as to who should be the patron saint of the
foundation. The Bishop suggested St. John the Baptist.
Our Malpan wanted the name of St. Dominic, the founder of
the Order of Dominicans. Fr. Porukara proposed St. Joseph.
Finally everyone agreed upon the last. So the foundation-

stone for Monastery Church named after St. Joseph was

laid by Fr. Porukara in the presence of the Bishop. After
this His Grace went back to Kudamaloor.

First Mass at Mannanam on Pentecost Day

Fr. Porukara went to Athirampuzha and said Mass there.
Fr. Poruksra was a man of strong faith. He was very
hard-working and especially devoted to St. Joseph. Thanks

to all these, on Pentecost the chapel was completed and
white washed. Then the well-set chapel was blessed
and we all said Mass there. All the priests assembled
there offered a rupee each and so more than Rs. 50 was
collected then. From that day the construction of the Mona~
stery went on in full swing. Out of 10000 Chakrams gotearlief

from the Church of Edathua, 2000 had been spent on
the Pariathumiyaliyal plot near Kudamaloor and 4000

had been borrowed by Fr. Varkey who had agreed to
return it when needed and the rest had been spent for
this site. |

il A time of stress

Monastic way of life started at Mannanam

After laying tne foundation-stone for the monastery
and erecting a cross, a shed was built around the latter

and everyday the solemn Litany was sung there.
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Fr. Chavara and the founding of the Monastery CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
at Mannanam : SOCIETY OF INDIA

All these had been achieved mainly by the efforts and
the interest of the two priests - Fr. Porukara and our
Malpan, Fr. Thoma Palackal. The writer of this, Fr. Kuriakose
Elias Chavara from his youth had been of one mind
with the Malpan. He had, at the time of his ordination
to which he had been led by these two priests, asked
God at the first Mass with the Bishop at Arthunkal to
bless their efforts and the monastery at Mannanam, which
they were trying to establish. Again when | sang the
high Mass in my Parish Chennankari on the first Sunday

of this last Advent (in the year 1829) | prayed for the
same intention.

Fr. Chavara’s retreat at Pulinkunnu

Then | came to Pallipuram and saw the Malpan and
went back again to my: parish. After spending one month
| reached Pulinkunnu and strolled about the area condu-
cting a retreat at their filial church in Thekke Angadi.
This wandering about was not to the liking of the Malpan.
Coming to know that, | returned to Pallippuram at onceé:.
After that loitering, | have never, deviated from the path
set for me by the Malpan and we were the only persons
dedicated to work for the new house, leaving home and
relatives and everything else. It was very difficult 10
continue the work without going around to raise funds:
The Malpan had the work of a Superior and the Job of
teaching at the Seminary at Pallippuram, which he could
not leave. In the new chapel here at Mannanam, Mass
had to be said on Sundays, and High Masses with preach-
ing on feast days, and this could not be letoff. OnNe

priest was needed for this and anoth

er f i about
to beg for funds. °r 9o1ns
Opposition from Latins

Then | got the news that the Latjn priests and ten chur~
ches other than that of the Sea-going folk had come togé-
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